WHAT ARE SEAGRASSES?

The only true plants
found in the sea.

HOW MANY KINDS OF SEAGRASS?

more than

Evolved from land plants,
but not related to true species in the species in
“grasses.” world Seychelles

Flowering plants with
veins, leaves, roots. Many of the ten species are difficult
Reproduce under water. to tell apart without close
examination.
Creole names for seagrass:
Zerb lanmer But these ten species can be
Gomon zerb grouped into 5 life forms that are
easy for anyone to identify.
“Seaweeds” or “Algae” are
not plants but are similar All five life forms now have their own
to plants. official Creole names. (see next page)

SEAGRASSES OF SEYCHELLES

HOW DOES SEAGRASS BENEFIT US?

IMPROVES WATER QUALITY

— It removes carbon dioxide

_ \ (CO2) & produces oxygen
‘ \ ‘ Too much CO2 in

M N atmosphere causes global
\ 4 warming.

Too much CO2 in water

increases acidity—bad for coral
reefs.
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Seagrass = BLUE CARBON SINK
stores carbon in roots and sediment

PROVIDES FOOD & HABITAT g »

Fishes - e.g., rabbit fish
(kordonnyen), juvenile
snappers, groupers, etc.
Endangered species
- e.g, sea turtles,
dugongs, etc.
Biodiversity of
organisms - e.g,, starfish, 3
sea cucumbers, sea
urchins

- from erosion.
Keeps coral reefs free from
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Gomon gran fey/

Gomon torti/

Gomon spageti/

Lerb lanmer papiyon/

CREOLE NAME Gomon zerb gran fey Gomon zerb torti Gomon zerb levantay Gomon zerb sed Lerb lanmer zorey lapen
Spaghetti seagrass Butterfly seagrass
ENGLISH TRANSLATION Long-leaved seagrass Turtle seagrass Fan seagrass gasguarina sea?grass/ Rabbit eB;rs sgagras/s
LATIN NAME Enhalus Thalassia, Cymodocea, Thalassodendron Syringodium Halophila
Halodule

. At least 4 species, . ) At least 3 species

SPECIES DIVERSITY 1 species in 3 genera 1 species 1 species in 1 genus
Restricted. Found everywhere that | The dominant seagrass in
Almost exclusively Inner seagrass occurs in Outer Islands of . .
. . Very abundant in Inner Found at most locations
Islands, especially Baie Seychelles. Seychelles. Islands of Seychelles where seagrass oceur, but
DISTRIBUTION Ste Anne, Praslin. Once Is the most common Less abundant in Inner Less abundant in ’ relatively more abuno]ant
abundant NE coast Mahé, seagrass life form Islands, but relatively Outer Islands in theylnner Islands
but habitat destroyed by in the Inner Islands common in waters ' '
land reclamation. of Seychelles. adjacent to Praslin.

Flat, straplike leaves can Leaves (5_1.5 cm Igng) Long cylindrical leaves Small fragile plants
be more than 100 cm arranged in fanlike shaped like solid tubes, | characterized by delicate
long. Leaves float on Flat, straplike leaves up to Clusters, each cluster on a 1-3 mm in diameter oval-shaped leaves

surface at low tide. Easily ’ P °s up long naked stem . ’ P

DESCRIPTION 50 cm long. Favorite food typically less than 50 cm usually less than 3 cm

entangled in boat
propellers. Important
habitat for Rabbitfish

(“kordonnyen”).

of green turtles.

measuring 1-90 cm in
length. The leaf
clusters each comprise
6-20 leaves.

long. The only seagrass
with leaves that
are not flat.

long and arranged in pairs
along a runner on the
surface of the substrate.

Seagrass photos above
© Dr Jeanne A Mortimer
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