wWHAT'S NOT seagrass?
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WHAT ARE SEAGRASSES? HOW MANY KINDS OF SEAGRASS?

*The only true plants found in In the world: more than 70 species

oo
Ll
—
S
Ll
1=
el
=
Ll
I
el
o
o
Ll
oo
I
T
o=
eln’
=
Ll
o

the sea. In Seychelles: at least 10 species
*Evolved from land plants, but
not related to true “grasses.” Many of the 10 species are difficult
*Flowering plants with veins, to tell apart without close
leaves, roots. Reproduce examination.
under water.
But these ten species can be
Creole names for seagrass: grouped into 5 life forms that are
Zerb lanmer / Gomon zerb easy for anyone to identify.
“Seaweeds” or “Algae” are not All five life forms now have their :
plants but are similar to plants. own Creole names. (see next page) Turbinaria




Seagrass photos: Dr Jeanne A |

u Gomon gran fey/ E Gomon torti/ Gomon spageti/ Lerb lanmer papiyon/

CREOLE NAME Gomon zerb gran fey Gomon zerb torti Gomon zerb levantay Gomon zerb sed Lerb lanmer zorey lapen

LATIN NAME Enhalus Tha/ass//_/ac:’ /ggzgdocea, Thalassodendron Syringodium Halophila

Flgé’ riqtg?'zhtl:g*efovoesc(rfn L2?¥§§;§é1i5nc]cr;1nll?kr;g) Long cylindrical leaves Small fragile plants
shaped like solid tubes, | characterized by delicate
long. Leaves float on . clusters, each cluster on a T
. . Flat, straplike leaves up to 1-3 mm in diameter, oval-shaped leaves
surface at low tide. Easily . long naked stem .

DESCRIPTION entangled in boat 50 cm long. Favorite food measuring 1-90 em in typically less than 50 cm usually less than 3 cm
propelle%s Important of green turtles. Iengthg The leaf long. The only seagrass |long and arranged in pairs
habitat for Rabbitfish clusters each comprise with leaves that alf?ng a ;unner on the

(“kordonnyen”). 6-20 leaves. are not flat. surface of the substrate.

Seychelles
Seagrass and algae photos
‘ © Dr Jeanne A Mortimer
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[ Hphonse Vel WHERE DO WE FIND SEAGRASS IN SEYCHELLES?

St. Francois Outer Islands: THE COASTAL WETLANDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECT
Found in shallow waters near all outer islands:
Amirantes Group, Platte & Coétivy, Southern Islands
‘ Inner Islands:

AD]d oy O Cosmoledo pRdPEoR Found on Mahé, Praslin, La Digue, Ste Anne Marine S‘"'e CCAT

%" D astove 0 Park, Curieuse Marine Park, Bird Island, Denis Island y

Farquhar ; i

*Not found at most other inner islands.
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SEYCHELLES CONSERVATION
AND CLIMATE ADAPTATION




