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Seychelles Protected Area system 
 
Seychelles currently has 25 Protected Areas (PAs) (terrestrial, marine and combined) totalling 55,769 ha, of 
which 47% of Seychelles terrestrial areas are reserved for PAs, one of the highest ratios in the world. 
However, a geographic information system (GIS) verification of PA sites identified that the actual PA 
coverage larger that originally gazetted, at 60,300 ha (Klaus, 2015). Furthermore, an assessment of the PA 
system highlighted a severe lack of representation of different ecosystems in the existing terrestrial and 
marine protected area estate in Seychelles (Klaus, 2015). 
 
About the GOS-UNDP-GEF Protected Areas Finance Project 
 
The Government of Seychelles - United 
Nations Development Programme - Global 
Environment Facility (GOS-UNDP-GEF) is 
implementing a five-year project on Protected 
Area Financing. The project aims to improve 
the financial sustainability and strategic 
cohesion of Seychelles PAs, bringing together 
the currently independently managed areas 
into a holistic system, while also dealing with 
emerging threats and risks to biodiversity in a 
shifting national economic environment. It will thus contribute to the emergence of a favourable 
environment for PA management, favouring the extension of PA coverage, particularly in marine 
environments. 
 
Purpose of the Study 
 
The purpose of the study was to determine whether, and 
to what extent, international tourists would be willing to 
pay for an increase in entrance fee to PAs. Furthermore, 
the study aimed to test whether residents of Seychelles, 
who currently do not pay to enter PAs, would be willing 
to pay an entrance fee. 
 
Methodology 
 
The research employed a contingent valuation (CV) approach to determine the preferences of tourists.  CV 
aims to determine economic values for a non-market good or service, which are revealed through survey 
questions that set up hypothetical markets. It involves asking the respondent to indicate their willingness to 
pay (WTP) for that good or service, which is a theory-based measure of economic value (Lew, 2015). WTP 
assessments are a common CV tool to assess the opinions, and use and non-use values, of tourists and 
visitors to PAs (Batel et al. 2014). 
 
Interview surveys were developed separately for (i) international tourists and (ii) residents. Surveys were 
intentionally designed not too exceed ten minutes per interview in order to maximise the number of 
respondents within a limited time period. The survey tools were pilot tested and amended based on 
feedback received. Green Island Foundation implemented the surveys with 282 international tourists and 
55 residents in the departures hall at the Seychelles International Airport over the period of two weeks in 
October 2016. There was a 32% refusal rate. Results of the surveys were inputted into an online survey 
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tool developed through Survey Monkey. Design of the survey tool, research process and data analysis was 
conducted by the PA Finance project team. 
 
The process acknowledges the following limitations: (i) the budget available for the exercise limited the 
time available to conduct interviews, which both impacted on the number of interviews as well as the 
scope of questions asked; and, (ii) residents surveyed at the International Airport potentially introduced a 
bias where more affluent individuals may be more willing to pay for entrance to PAs.  
 
Results: International Tourist Survey 
Surveys were conducted with 288 international tourists, 
of which 87.5% (252) had visited a PA during their visit 
to Seychelles. On average, each tourist that did visit a 
PA visited 2.6 different PAs (646 visits in total). Figure 
1 displays which PAs were the most popular with the 
sample of tourists. Vallee de Mai, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, was the most popular followed by the 
Seychelles National Parks Agency sites of Curieuse, 
Saint Anne, Morne Seychellois and Port Launay. 
 
Figure 1: Number of visits to Protected Areas by international tourists 

Tourists were then asked if they were aware of the entrance fee of each PA they had visited. Only 33% 
knew this, as the majority had utilised organised tours where the entrance fee was absorbed within the tour 
price, and paid on their behalf by the tour operator. After informing visitors what the fees actually were, 
they were then asked how they valued the current entrance fee for PAs they had visited addressed this 
issue. Figure 2 below provides a summary of responses for PAs that had a sample size of more than 10.  
 
Figure 2: Visitor impression of the current entrance fees for Protected Areas 
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Focus on SNPA Entrance Fees 
 
One PA management institution which has expressed an interest to review its existing entrance fees is 
Seychelles National Parks Agency (SNPA), which has experienced a gradual increase in visitors over the 
last five years (see the Figure 3) although entrance fees have not been updated in recent years. 
 
Figure 3: Visitor numbers to SNPA Marine PAs 

 
 
International tourists visiting SNPA PAs were asked whether they would be willing to pay an increased 
entrance fee (see the Figure 4).  
 
Figure 4: WTP for change of entrance fee to SNPA PAs 

 
 
The above demonstrates that WTP is highly dependent upon the site and the current entrance fee. For 
example, in terrestrial PAs where there is currently no entrance fee, on average tourists are willing to pay to 
enter. Furthermore, for popular sites such as Curieuse and St. Anne, which currently have the highest 
levels of visitation, the majority would be in favour of a price increase. The research did not automatically 
discount protest votes and therefore numbers could be viewed as favouring a fee increase. However, they 
also highlight PAs where obvious work is required to improve the quality of the experience, namely in Port 
Launay and Iles Cocos, where tourists were less willing to pay for a fee increase. For example, there are no 
facilities available at Port Launay and as a reaction SNPA does not actually charge tourists using the beach 
but only mooring fees. Furthermore, tour operators offer Iles Cocos as part of a package and visitors only 
stay for a short period at the MPA, as opposed to an entire day on Curieuse. Iles Cocos therefore may be 
considered less value for money than Curieuse. 
 
Those that were willing to pay for an increased entrance fee were then asked the amount that they would 
be willing to pay. Figure 5 provides an overview of the responses by PA. 
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Figure 5: WTP for entrance fees to SNPA PAs  

 
 
In general, respondents were willing to pay approximately SCR 300 for entrance into marine PAs and SCR 
100 for entrance to terrestrial PAs. This provides useful guidance on future fee setting, especially for 
marine PAs. However, the sample size for terrestrial sites is relatively low and therefore affects confidence 
levels in the results. 
 
Finally, the survey decided to test the tourist demand for a single-fee multiple entry pass. Of 201 responses, 
81% were in favour of this fee type. On average, those in favour would require the pass to last for 7.6 days 
and would be willing to pay SCR 930. This suggests that in practical terms one could pilot a multi-pass for 
USD 75 or SCR 900 for 7 days. However, it should be noted that during the PA Financial Plan validation 
workshop Nature Seychelles, Seychelles Island Foundation and Island Conservation Society all noted that 
they would not be in favour of such a multi-access fee system (citing inconveniences to their own financial 
management that outweighed the benefits to the customers). Given the apparent customer demand, this 
could be first piloted with SNPA sites, which would support their strategic approach of reducing cash 
collection from PAs directly. 
 
Results: Domestic Tourist Survey 
 
Surveys were conducted with a small sample size of 55 residents, as an initial test of the willingness of 
Seychellois to pay an entrance fee to visit the PAs. At present residents do not pay to enter PAs. Of those 
surveyed, 48% would be willing to pay an entrance fee, which on average would equate to SCR 120 for 
marine PAs and SCR 70 for terrestrial PAs. In practice, this suggests that PAs could potentially charge SCR 
100 and SCR 50 for entrance to marine and terrestrial PAs respectively. Those that were not willing to pay 
cited “Residents should not have to pay for access” and “Not enough activities to justify fee” as the most 
important reasons for their decision.  
 
Recommendations 

 SCR -   SCR 100   SCR 200   SCR 300   SCR 400  

La Digue Verve Special Reserve (n=15) 
Morne Seychellois National Park (n=31) 

Praslin National Park (n=6) 
Port Launay Marine National Park (n=7) 

Iles Cocos (n=11) 
Curieuse Marine National Park (n=54) 

Baie Ternay Marine National Park (n=8) 
Saint Anne Marine Park (n=23) 

1. Improve the tourism infrastructure at SNPA sites based on the results of an on-going tourism 
assessment, as well as services offered to tourists by SNPA staff, in order to justify fee changes. 
2. Strengthen the current SNPA fee collection system to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 
fee collection, reporting and monitoring. 
3. Consider a wider consultation process and awareness campaigns with the tourism industry before 
the introduction of a: 
• Revised SNPA entrance fees for marine PA sites from 200 SCR to 300 SCR for international 

tourists; 
• Multiple entry pass piloted for SNPA sites; and, 
• International tourist fee for entrance to selected SNPA terrestrial PA sites. 
4. Provide support other non-SNPA PAs interested to amend their user fees. 
 


